Living Landscapes and Living Seas Award – Background Information
 
Living Landscapes and Living Seas are national initiatives to support large scale conservation of both land and sea. They are very powerful initiatives focusing on nature’s recovery, with people and communities at its heart.  

These initiatives are being led by The Wildlife Trusts, have national recognition and will be taken forward locally with the support of many organisations, groups, businesses and individuals in both the terrestrial and marine environment. 

Aim of Essex Living Landscapes and Living Seas Awards 

Annual awards that are publicly recognised in the county of Essex for the contribution organisations, groups, businesses and individuals are making to deliver Living Landscapes and Living Seas.
What is the Award?

It is a certificate and stamp of approval given by Essex Wildlife Trust to any organisation, group, business or individual for work done which meets the criteria; Good for Wildlife, Good for People and the Community, Good for the Local Economy.

The principle behind this is that, to support a Living Landscape or a Living Sea, then we have to have many elements of society working together to value and act for wildlife, otherwise our Essex wildlife is going to suffer and decline rather than prosper; that the work must be supported by local people and the local community otherwise they will not sustain the improvements for wildlife; and that the work must have some benefit to the local economy.  This last mentioned is perhaps the most challenging but we have to face up to the fact that good wildlife and good environment do need to be seen to be of value.
Award Criteria:
This award will be presented to those organisations, groups, businesses or individuals who can demonstrate to the satisfaction of Essex Wildlife Trust that they are helping to deliver Living Landscapes or Living Seas because their work meets all of the following criteria: 
1. Good for Wildlife

2. Good for People and the Community
3. Good for the Local Economy
Examples of some organisations, groups, businesses or individuals eligible for Living Landscape and Living Seas Awards:
· All schools, colleges and universities
· All businesses (corporate and non-corporate members) including leisure companies e.g. golf courses, caravan parks, campsites, hotels and restaurants

· Town and Parish Councils, Borough Councils, Essex County Council, Unitary Authorities of Thurrock, Southend on Sea, Havering
· Churchyards and cemeteries 

· Gardening Clubs (including allotment societies)

· Primary Care Trusts/Hospitals/GP Consortia
· Local Conservation groups
· Residents associations

· Ramblers associations

· Youth Organisations e.g. Scouts, Brownies, Guides, Duke of Edinburgh groups
· Farmers and landowners
· Rotary Clubs, Lions Clubs, Probus Clubs, Women’s Institute
· Yachting Clubs

· Port Authorities
· Angling Associations

· Charter Boats

· Retailers e.g. fish and chip shops, fish mongers, market gardens
· Aquaculture or Sea Fisheries

· Boat yards

· Individual children, adults and families

How do you apply and qualify for the Award?
To qualify for the Living Landscapes or Living Seas Award the applicant needs to demonstrate they have met all three criteria to the satisfaction of the Awards Panel:
1. Good for Wildlife

2. Good for People and the Community
3. Good for the Local Economy

Apply for the award by completing an application form, downloadable off Essex Wildlife Trust website www.essexwt.org.uk or available from Essex Wildlife Trust by email awards@essexwt.org.uk or telephone 01621 862960.
Awards can be applied for by the same individuals, groups, businesses or organisations annually.
Examples of successful award applicants
1. Local School
Good for Wildlife

Improve connectivity for wildlife in the school grounds through planting a native hedgerow.

Good for People and the Community
The school children with the help of teachers and local volunteers plant the hedgerow.
The wildlife benefits from planting the hedgerow are integrated into the school curriculum. The new hedgerow links the school grounds to the village playground benefiting wildlife in the local community.

Good for the Local Economy

Buy hedgerow plants from a local supplier and promote the local supplier through a marketing campaign which benefits their business.

2. Local Hotel Business
Good for Wildlife

Improvement to the hotel gardens including features and plants which encourage wildlife e.g. nectar producing plants for insects, berry bearing plants for birds, bat and bird boxes, bird feeders, compost heaps.
Good for People and the Community

Plants and features labelled for hotel guests together with a small leaflet in the hotel reception.  

Good for the Local Economy

Locally sourced materials e.g. plants, birds and bat boxes and the leaflet will inform guests where the materials are sourced and why the features are good for wildlife.

3. Individual Gardener or Allotment Society
Good for Wildlife
Manage the perimeter hedges and paths in a wildlife sensitive manner e.g. cutting the hedgerow outside the bird breeding season between October and February, encouraging compost heaps and their management, encouraging use of wildlife friendly slug and pest control.

Good for People and the Community

Share surplus plants and produce to reduce food miles, encourage rain water collection.

Publicise this in the local parish magazine.

Good for the Local Economy

Sells their surplus produce at village fete or farmers’ market in aid of a local charity.
4. Local Landowner

Good for Wildlife
Landowner selects grassland margins around all his arable fields benefiting wildlife such as barn owls, and in addition landowner puts up barn owl nesting boxes.

Good for People and the Community

The local people benefit from having additional wildlife, for example more barn owls and are proud of what is being done locally in their area.  Volunteers involved in supplying and monitoring the owl boxes.

Good for the Local Economy

Landowner receives Natural England’s Entry Level Stewardship Grant.
5. Local Fish Restaurant or Fish Monger

Good for Wildlife

Promote locally caught and/or sustainably sourced fish by highlighting it on the menu or retail label.

Good for People and the Community

Customers have an improved understanding about depleting fish stocks and the problem of sustainable fishing.

Good for the Local Economy

Customers support local restaurants and businesses that take the trouble to sell locally and/or sustainably caught fish.
6. 12 Year Old Child
Good for Wildlife

Provides hedgehog house in parents’ garden and improves habitat for hedgehogs by collecting leaves, grass cuttings and kitchen compost in a traditional compost heap and by providing supplementary food for hedgehogs.

Good for People and the Community

Talks to neighbours and gets them interested so they make holes in their fences to allow hedgehogs through.

Good for the Local Economy

Sponsored silence at school raises £26 to purchase materials to make 3 more hedgehog houses.

Other examples can be drawn from the suggestions below:

· managing grasslands to encourage wildflowers 
· use of native plant species (plants chosen because they provide places for animals to live and breed, provide food for insects and birds, e.g. in the form of pollen – Buddleias, roses, honeysuckles and plants which will provide berries for the over-wintering birds)

· actively working towards the control of invasive species, e.g. Swamp Stonecrop,  Himalayan Balsam, Pacific Oyster, Slipper Limpet
· use of compost produced in the grounds (compost heaps/wormery)
· encouragement of wildlife areas
· ponds and other water features (not fountains) – ponds being managed for wildlife – vegetated areas to give shelter to frogspawn and tadpoles
· management of trees and woodlands – woods managed in traditional way – coppicing and pollarding, dead or fallen wood left to rot or stacked to form woodpiles
· provision of bat, owl and bird boxes, bird feeders etc
· volunteering in the local environment (scrub removal, hedgerow planting, coppicing, cutting laurel, invasive species eradication, surveying, beach watch)
· partnership projects with local schools, parish councils and local businesses 

(e.g. building a pond, planting oxlips)
· community events (e.g. bluebell day) and training promoting the health benefits of the natural environment (e.g. health walks)
· improving public footpaths 
· encouraging people to buy goods from local suppliers, e.g. local craftsmen for outdoor benches/tables, local tree surgeons
· Supporting local farmers and fishermen, e.g. seasonal vegetables, meat, small scale locally caught fish or shellfish
· farmers and landowners qualifying for grants for example Woodland Grant Scheme,  Natural England Entry Level and Higher Level Stewardship grants
· Fishermen qualifying for the Sustainable Fishing Scheme with the Marine Stewardship Council
Award winners will receive:

1. A letter with congratulations for winners and comments for others on how they could improve their application.
2. Fact Sheets 

3. A superb certificate for Living Landscapes Award or Living Seas Award
4. The stamp of approval which is a logo which can be used by the award winner on letterhead and publicity material

5. Listing on Essex Wildlife Trust website 

6. Suggestions of how to make the most of your Award

So please get cracking and apply for a Living Landscapes or Living Seas Award.

Please complete the simple Application Form explaining what you have done and why this is:

1. Good for Wildlife

2. Good for People and the Community
3. Good for the Local Economy

You can get the application form by:

· Downloading from the EWT website www.essexwt.org.uk
· Emailing EWT at awards@essexwt.org.uk
· Telephone 01621 862960

When you have completed your application then please send it to:

Awards

Essex Wildlife Trust

Abbotts Hall Farm

Great Wigborough

Colchester

CO5 7RZ

Or email it to awards@essexwt.org.uk
