
Your guide to

Wild sculpture trails
Shops and cafés  

Play and picnic areas 
Nature walks

Wildlife spectacles
Events and activities

Visitor
Centres

Protecting Wildlife for the Future and for the People of Essex

FREE
Parking at all our centres (except The Naze and Thorndon - 

payment to council pay and display machines on site)

FREE
Entry - we are a charity and invite donations to 

support our work for people and wildlife

Shops and cafés 
All proceeds from sales are used to protect wildlife in Essex

Play and picnic areas
 Abberton wild play area
 Langdon play area
 Thurrock Thameside play area

Natural trails, walks and 
hidden sculptures 

 Abberton Brambly Hedge trail
 Hanningfield The Wind in the Willows trail
 Langdon Beatrix Potter trail
 Thorndon Gruffalo trail (with Essex County Council)
 All sculpture trails are buggy friendly

Panoramic views with indoor 
seating and outdoor decks
Dog walkers welcome 
(at all centres except Abberton and Hanningfield). Assistance dogs only 

in the Visitor Centres. Fingringhoe Wick and Abbotts Hall Farm, dogs are 

welcome on dog walking trail only

Events and activity programmes 
Children’s parties, Forest School, family drop in, music events, star gazing, 

adult learning, bat evenings and much more

Wildlife spectacles every day from birds and 
mammals on our feeder stations, views from our 
hides and wildlife cameras to hidden wildlife 
throughout our nature trails
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Abbotts Hall Farm
Great Wigborough
Colchester, Essex
CO5 7RZ
01621 862960
admin@essexwt.org.uk
www.essexwt.org.uk

Registered Charity No 210065
Registered Company No 638666
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Service user number:  9  3  0  9  4  2

Bank/Building Society:

Name(s) of Account Holders:

Signature(s)

Date

Signature

Name Date

Instruction to your 
bank or building 
society to pay by 
Direct Debit

Account Number:

Branch Sort Code:

Reference Number

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Please pay Essex Wildlife Trust Direct Debits from the account 
detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the 
Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction will remain 
with Essex Wildlife Trust and details will be passed electronically to 
my Bank/Building Society.

 Gift aid your donation to boost your donation by 25p 
of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift aid is reclaimed by the charity 
from the tax you pay for the current tax year. 

 Yes, I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in 
the future or have made in the past four years to Essex Wildlife Trust. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/
or Capital Gains in each tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed 
onall my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any 

 Please return this form to:

  Essex Wildlife Trust 
Abbotts Hall Farm 
Great Wigborough 
Colchester 
Essex CO5 7RZ
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Protecting Wildlife for the Future and for the People of Essex

Visitor Centre Opening Times
February - October
Open daily 9am - close at 5pm
November - January
Open daily 9am - close at 4pm
(some sites remain open until 5pm, 
check website for details).
Closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

www.essexwt.org.uk

Abberton Reservoir Visitor Centre CO2 0EU  01206 738172
A beautiful nature reserve with panoramic views overlooking the 
reservoir and surrounding villages; accessible bird hides, nature trails, 
visitor centre and tea room. Home to the Brambly Hedge trail.

Bedfords Park Visitor Centre RM4 1QH  01708 748646
Stunning views over London from our tea rooms and shop facilities, 
boasting rolling parkland and deer enclosure with a full events 
programme for all ages. 

Belfairs Woodland Centre SS9 4LR  01702 477467
Situated in the wonderful ancient woodland of Belfairs Park. Belfairs 
Woodland Centre has an education hall, a friendly café and events 
for all ages year round.

Fingringhoe Wick Visitor Centre CO5 7DN  01206 729678
Often described as the ‘jewel in the crown’. The tea room and shop 
afford amazing views over the Colne Estuary. Great numbers of
migratory and wading birds and the best place in the UK to hear 
and see Nightingales in spring.

Chafford Gorges Education & Community Centre RM16 6RW
(open via booked events, call 01375 484016 to book)
Specialist outdoor learning and community engagement facilities 
providing a wide variety of public events and private bookings on a 
nature-based theme, booking essential.

Langdon Visitor Centre SS16 6EB  01268 419103
Woodlands and meadows suitable for walking (dogs welcome), cycling 
and horse riding. Shop, café and toilets at the centre along with an 
extensive events and activity programme. Visit the Beatrix Potter trail.

Hanningfield Reservoir Visitor Centre CM11 1WT  01268 711001
Amazing waterside views over Hanningfield Reservoir from the tea 
room and shop. The chance for children and adults to enjoy The Wind 
in the Willows woodland trail. Popular family and other public events 
all year round.

Thorndon Countryside Centre CM13 3RZ  01277 232944
The chance to get closer to nature at this popular country park location, 
with shop, café and picnic facilities, and access to the woodland Gruffalo 
trail for families (with Essex County Council).

The Naze Centre CO14 8LE  01255 679379
Stunning views across the Naze coast with a tea room, shop and 
interactive information boards. Activities range from fossil hunting on 
the beach to walks and school visits on our programme of events.

Ingrebourne Valley Visitor Centre Squadrons Approach 
RM12 6DF  01708 520364
Overlooking the largest remaining marshland and reedbeds in 
Greater London. The visitor centre is a gateway to routes for walking, 
cycling and horse riding, with a café, gift shop, picnic area and toilets 
alongside a popular events programme.

Thurrock Thameside Nature Park SS17 0RN  01375 643342
Offering spectacular views of the Thames Estuary from the visitor centre. 
A great place to enjoy coffee and cake and peruse the shop, with an 
exciting play area for the children. An amazing array of habitats offer 
the chance to see some great wildlife.

JOIN TODAY and support
Essex Wildlife Trust

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

Member 1

Title Forename

Surname

Address

Postcode

County

Email

Phone

Member 2

Title Forename

Surname

Membership type (please tick)

  Individual (from £3 per month or £33 per annum)

  Joint (from £3.50 per month or £40 per annum)

  Family (from £4.25 per month or £49 per annum)  

I would like to give: £                           per month

We’d love to keep in touch with you about our work to 
protect wildlife, upcoming events, and ways to support  
the work we do. If you are happy to be contacted by  
Essex Wildlife Trust, please indicate the ways we can do so.

 Post      Email      Telephone      Text

Essex Wildlife Trust promises never to sell your details 
and you can change your preferences at any time. To do so, 
simply call 01621 862964 or email admin@essexwt.org.uk

Child’s Forename Child’s Surname D.O.B.
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