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                  We are the county’s leading conservation charity, committed  to protecting wildlife and inspiring a lifelong love of nature. We manage nature reserves and discovery parks across the county,  providing outstanding outdoor education and preserving places of wonder.
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                  Essex Wildlife Trust manages and protects over 8,400 acres of land on 87 nature reserves and run 11 Nature Discovery Centres. 
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                  Learn about the wildlife found in Essex and across the UK and how you can help nature where you live.


                

                            
    
    	
        Wildlife A - Z
                  
              
	
        Habitats A - Z
                  
              
	
        Webcams
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Badgers
                  
              
	
        Barn Owls
                  
              
	
        Bats
                  
              
	
        Bird feeder
                  
              
	
        Swallows
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Report a sighting
                  
              
	
        Actions for wildlife
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        What's on
                  
              
	
        Get involved
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: Common blue damselfly - Les Binns / Wildnet]

  




    
    
        Common blue damselfly - Les Binns / Wildnet


    





  

                  Support our vital work by becoming a member or volunteering your time. Find out about leaving a legacy or how you can help fundraise for us.
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            Join our board of trustees

        

        

    
    
        Essex Wildlife Trust is seeking two enthusiastic and committed individuals to join our board of trustees
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        Our Trustees are a group of volunteers who hold the financial and legal responsibility for everything the Trust does.
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        On their boards, Tom and Finn get to rub shoulders with mackerel, eels, crabs, bass, whiting and more. Very soon, they hope to add dolphins to that list too.
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        Local Wildlife Sites are areas of land that are especially important for their wildlife. They are some of our most valuable wildlife areas.
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        Essex Wildlife Trust urges people to call for protection for Local Wildlife Sites
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        Look out for the black guillemot all year-round at scattered coastal sites in Scotland, England, Wales and the Isle of Man. It tends not to travel far between seasons, breeding and wintering in…
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        The Black darter is a black, narrow-bodied dragonfly that can be seen throughout summer and autumn. It is hovers around damp moors, heaths and bogs, darting out to surprise its prey.
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            Black redstart

        

        

    
    
        A rare breeder in the UK, this sooty-coloured bird is as at home on an industrial site as it is on a rocky cliff face.
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        A climbing plant of hedgerows and woodlands, Black bryony produces greenish flowers in summer and red, shiny berries in autumn. It is a poisonous plant.
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            Black horehound

        

        

    
    
        The pungent, rotten smell of Black Horehound makes this medium-sized plant of waste ground and roadside verges stand out from the crowd.
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            Black hairstreak

        

        

    
    
        The Black hairstreak is a rare butterfly that is restricted to woodlands and hedgerows containing Blackthorn - the foodplant of the caterpillar. It is both elusive and hard to tell apart from…
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